DAVID HAMLIN EVANS (R52-58)
The following obituary was in the Guardian on 20 May 2021

My friend Dave Evans, who has died aged 80, was an outstanding
guitarist and songwriter who recorded several albums from the early
1970s onwards and toured the UK and Europe as a solo performer, as
well as with the band Canton Trigg. His guitar style was unique, using
complex harmonies and rhythms in non-standard tunings in song
accompaniments and instrumentals. When he appeared live on Old Grey
Whistle Test on the BBC in 1975, he chose to play one of his most
challenging guitar pieces, the aptly named Stagefright.

Although he was known as Dave professionally, he was always called
David by family and friends. He was born in Bangor, north Wales, to
Mary (nee Heddle) and John Evans. The couple divorced when he was
still a toddler; Mary subsequently remarried and moved to France with
David’s stepfather, Dickie Daw, an officer in the air force. David boarded
at Framlingham college in Suffolk, spending the school holidays at his
grandmother’s home in Birch, Essex. After leaving school he joined the
merchant navy, spending five years at sea and subsequently attending
Loughborough Art College in 1963, sharing a flat with the singer-

guitarist Steve Tilston.

After a brief spell working at a pottery in Leicestershire, he moved to
Devon to work as a designer at the Honiton Pottery. In 1971 he moved to
Bristol, where he started making music full-time. In the 1980s he moved to
Belgium, living in Brussels with his partner, Jacobien Tamsma. Although
they parted, they remained good friends and she cared for him in his final
illness earlier this year.

He always kept on with his music but was increasingly building and
repairing stringed instruments of all kinds. For several years in the late 90s
he lived on the premises of La Touffe microbrewery in the village of
Gentinnes, where he was finally able to have a kiln and could make
beautiful pottery again.

Since 2007 he had lived in Brussels, working at Ben’s Guitar Shop,
repairing instruments and building harp guitars with the owner, Benoit
Meulle-Stef. David gave his first guitar, which he had built in 1968 and
used throughout his playing career, to his friend and fellow guitarist Abaji
last year, when his hand was affected by Dupuytren’s contracture (his
Viking hand, as he liked to call it).

David recalled with great pleasure childhood holidays with his grandmother
in Orkney, home to his Heddle forebears, and he continued to visit family
there throughout his life. He was buried in Stromness kirkyard by the sea.

He is survived by eight cousins; Mary, Rosemary, Jennifer, Susan,
Elizabeth, John, Christopher and Richard.

His death and suggestion for inclusion in Distinguished OF was made by Jonathan Amos (S66-71) who sent the
following account :

ld The Society of
@ramllnghamlans

www oldframlinghamian.com



Forty five years ago in the summer of 1976 I was at the Newquay Folk
Club to see Dave Evans play guitar. He was a brilliant solo acoustic
guitarist and so I bought his album, Sad Pig Dance, which I have to this
day. I never saw him again but have never forgotten that concert and
in recent years I was able to watch his Old Grey Whistle Test concert in
1975 on YouTube. In that clip not only does he play his own extremely
original and extremely complex compositions with ease but he also plays
on a guitar he built himself! Between 1971 and 1976 he lived in Bristol,
released five albums and toured the UK and Europe. Despite being one
of the best fingerstyle acoustic guitarists at the time, in 1979 he moved
permanently to Belgium, ceased his career as a professional musician
and switched to making and repairing guitars. Y ——e

This week, I looked him up again on the internet and found his obituary
in The Guardian. He died on 4 April aged 80. "His guitar style was
unique, using complex harmonies and rhythms in non-standard tunings

in song accompaniments and instrumentals” and then “"David boarded at Framlingham College”. What a huge
surprise! I looked him up on the SOF website and found him listed, 1952 to 1958 in Rendlesham, and
appearing as a cheerful looking 14 year old in four Colts rugby photographs but otherwise very little.

Gregg Miner, President of the Harp Guitar Foundation in Los Angeles, also has a very extensive obituary with
many photographs: "While often lumped in with the late '60s English fingerstyle acoustic guitar scene, he stood
firmly apart. No one wrote tunes like him (and lovely poetic songs, too!). And Dave came totally out of the
blue; he didn’t even pick up a guitar until he was 23!” See the end for a long list of glowing quotes on Dave’s
music from various authoritative sources.

So I think it’s high time, please, to make amends and make Dave a distinguished OF, to my mind the most
distinguished of all musical OFs.

By the way, I emailed Gregg Miner and told him how delighted I was to see those four photographs of Dave as
a boy at the College all those years ago. He replied that he would also love to see the photos so I wonder if
you could send me copies or let me know if I can download them, please so he can add them to his obituary.
I'm sure it would bring pleasure to many others, not least Dave’s cousin, Mary Lewis, who commented on
Gregg’s obituary "He attended Framlingham College in Suffolk, spending his holidays at our late Grandmother’s
home in Birch, Essex. From the high seas he wrote many a letter to me at boarding school, magical
descriptions of Adelaide or Bombay, of curries and the beautiful women of Japan... I have EVERY letter !” I dare
say she has never seen these photographs and probably never will unless they are made more widely available.

This was his first album and shows an early picture of him.
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https://youtu.be/zqTLkgImAdU
https://www.theguardian.com/music/2021/may/20/dave-evans-obituary?fbclid=IwAR1YCQeH75u4c6WW5dUbaufxxNvawk2k7M735I-MQEuLA7yU-ZWfc0Un_hw
https://www.harpguitars.net/blog/2021/04/enormously-sad-forever-glad-dave-evans-dec-1-1940-apr-4-2021/

