
 

STAFF SERGEANT EDWARD BALDWYN PUGH (24-25) 

 

Date of Birth 4 December 1908 

School Information None 

Career Information Auctioneer and valuer. 

Date Of Death 10 December 1942 

Cause of Death Died in prisoner-of-war camp 

Location Thailand 

Cemetery Kanchanaburi War Cemetery, Thailand 8 C 7 and in Gisleham Church with a plaque 
also to his brother (see below) who does not appear to be an OF. 

Rank Staff Sergeant 

Branch of Service Royal Engineers 251 Field Park Company 

 

 



 

 

 

We are very grateful to OF Michael Regan (M77-79) who lives in Thailand for visiting Kanchanburi War 
Cemetery for us on Saturday 7th June 2025.  Here is his report followed by just a few of the many photos he 
took of both brothers graves.  Martin Parkhurst Pugh did not attend the College. 

I’ve just returned home to Ban Krut, Prachuap Kiri Khan after a few days in Ratchaburi and Kanchanaburi. My 
friends and I would have travelled to Thanbyuzayat in Myanmar but due to the ongoing political unrest there we 
were unable to do so. 

Researching the final resting places of Edward Puch and his younger brother Martin. 

The cemetery was immaculate and it was a beautiful week day without hordes of tourists. We had the cemetery 
to ourselves so to speak. The lawns were mowed to perfection. Of course, they have the best machinery money 
can buy and the lady we met, who looked after the graves, had been working there since her teens. 

The Commonwealth war Graves Commission do a wonderful job and Mr. Mick Newbatt, the Country Manager 
and an Englishman helped us a great deal to locate the graves even though you gave us the plot numbers. It is 

a large area, holding nearly nine thousand graves and commemorating another thousand. 

My two Thai friends were a great help. One, a Muslim, was intrigued by the plaque commemorating fallen 
Indian Muslim servicemen who had died constructing the railway but whose graves’ whereabouts are unknown. 

We located Edward Pugh and his brother and all the other Pughs, six altogether. Also, the resting place of a 
colleague’s grandfather. Tim Wigmore was a member of the restaurant staff in a hotel where I worked in 
England. His grandmother on his mother’s side was Javanese. His grandfather, Theo Burer, who was a Dutch 
soldier, was taken by the Japanese in Java and transported to Kanchanaburi.  



 

After playing our respects at Kanchanaburi we headed off to Chungkai Cemetery on the banks of the Rivere 

Kwai, where we found another Edward Pugh. 

Then on to Bangpong and Nong Pladuk Junction, the start of the railway. 

We had a wonderful lunch of Jungle Curry, Beef with Holy Basil and Thai Omelete. 

An emotional few days for all of us. So many young men taken in the prime of their lives. Many men from many 
countries. It must never happen again. 

All of this in order that the Japanese Empire could expand from Malaya (Malaysia) through Siam (Thailand) and 

Burma (Myanmar) onto British India. 

 

First some photos of the cemetery to how immaculate it is 

 

  

  

 



 

Michael at the Cemetery Entrance 

 



 

 

 



 

 

 



 

Photos taken of Edward Pugh grave 

 



 

 

Photos taken of Martin Pugh grave 

 



 

 



 

The River Kwai today 

 

 



 

 


