SIR FREDERICK MINTER GCVO JP (1901-1904)

He was a Civil Engineer born on 11 July 1887. He published a book in 1925 entitled “The King’s beasts : St
Georges Chapel, Windsor Castle”, which you will read more about later.

I can find little about him on the internet, but according to the 1970 edition of Burke's Peerage Baronetage and
Knightage it says that he was on the Governing Body of Framlingham College. I'm therefore indebted to John
Maulden (G45-50) for the following additional information :-

College

. Sub prefect, in the Football XI (1902 - 03) and Shooting Captain.

Appointments

Served in World War 1, Royal Marines 1916-19 Captain.
Appointed Justice of the Peace in Surrey in 1935.
. He was awarded C.V.O. in 1931, K.C.V.O. in 1935 and G.C.V.0. in 1959.

Business

o Civil Engineer and building contractor.

o Chairman of F G Minter Ltd. (engineers and contractors) and Chairman of Berkeley Electrical Engineering
Co. Ltd.

o Director of Droitwich Medical Trust (Past Chairman) and Ancient Buildings Trust Ltd.

o Engineer involved in building Otira Gorge Tunnel in New Zealand in 1908.

o Restored the King's Beasts, St. Georges Chapel, Windsor Castle.

Memberships/Committees

Member of General Council of King Edward's Hospital Fund for London.

Past Chairman of Chelsea Hospital for Women and Queen Charlotte's and Chelsea Hospitals.
Vice President London Police Court Mission.

Hon Treas. British Drama League and member of the Committee of Sadler’s Wells Society.
Vice President Theatre Royal Windsor Trust.

Past Member of the Central Board Allied Schools.

Chairman of the Royal Alexandra and Albert Schools.

Committee for Public Relations, Building Industries National Council.

Fellow of Institute of Builders.

Member of London Master Builders Association.

Member of Institute of Structural Engineers.

Past President Provident Institute of Builders' Foremen and Clerks of Works.

Builder's Benevolent Institution and Builders' Clerks' Benevolent Institution.

Delegate to the British Commonwealth Relations Conference (Sydney 1938).

Vice President for Association of Land and Property Owners.

Liveryman in Worshipful Company of Glaziers.

Clubs : Carlton, Fly-Fishers, Royal Automobile.

SOF/College

. Vice President of the Corporation of Framlingham College.

o Governor of Framlingham College 1937 - 1967.

. 1950 President SOF, unveiled Dining Hall tablet commemorating SOF gift of Brandeston Hall to College,
spoke of, 'Greatness of virtue, hardihood of courage and love of duty, which are the foundation of
character.'
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Past President of SOF (1950).

1934 provided 2 hard tennis courts for College.

1930 gave a squash court to the College.

1947 provided rifles for Rupert Kneese's College Rifle Club.

1957 accepts on behalf of College new pavilion from Ventura Bromage on behalf of the SOF.
1964 was vice chairman of centenary appeal committee for the building of the Athlone Hall.
1970 pays for replica of new Coat of Arms to be fixed to wall of Athlone Hall.

His generosity towards the College is perhaps only matched by Emile Moreau (1871-72).

Gerald Garnett (R50-54) remembers working with Jimmy Soar (R24-32) at a professional association of
architects and surveyors and recollects him telling him that Minter was a great OF supporter and that he was in
the engineering and building world. Jimmy knew him and commented that :-

o if any OF needed a helping hand the presentation to Minter's secretary of a calling card (now a business
card I suppose) with the handwritten addition of the letters "OF" after your name ensured almost
immediate entry to the great man, and

o he was knighted by the King for restoring the King's Beasts at St George's Chapel, Windsor. This ties in
with the book he published.

Also while Gerald was at Framlingham, he remembers that there was a Minter there who someone told him he
was Sir Frederick's nephew.

He died in 1976 at the age of 89.

The following is a picture of the plaque on the squash court building that he provided.
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I am indebted to James Ruddock-Broyd (G46-52) for providing the following pictures connected to the
Oxford Playhouse which you can clearly see F G Minter Ltd built.

A History of Oxford Playhouse

In 1973 the Playhouse was extended by taking in the two Regency
houses to the west of the theatre, at 11 and 12 Beaumont Street, also
ownec? by St John's College. The Playhouse offices are sfill located
next door.

A Playhouse in Oxford was first proposed by Oxford University
Drama Society in the 1880s, and its first home was in George Street,
before moving fo a former big game museum at 12 Woodstock Road.
A purpose-built theatre was sought in the 1930s and the present site
on Beaumont Street was selected by St John's College, who owned

the land.

Three houses in a Regency ferrace occupied the site and at first there
was opposition fo the proposal. St John’s College invited architect
Edward Maufe to prepare a sketch showing how the facade of

the theatre could emulate its 19th century neighbours, which was
sufficient for the City Council to grant consent.

Demolition of the houses on the site commenced in February 1938
and the theatre opened on 20 October. Maufe designed only the
facade. The interior of the theatre was the work of Francis Chancellor
of Frank Matcham & Co. Matcham (1854-1920) had been the

most prolific and successful theatre designer of the late Victorian and

Edwardian period.

The Playhouse closed temporarily:in 1956 as a result of financial
problems. Shortly afterwards a hew residential company, the
Meadow Players, was established: By 1960 it was evident that the
size, shape and technical capability of the auditorium needed to be
improved, and in 1961 Oxford University purchased the lease fo the
Playhouse, making it the official University Theatre.

The 1963-4 refurbishment increased the capacity of the auditorium
and enlarged the circle, whilst alse'ereating a hydraulic forestage
that would double as the orchesfra pit: The proscenium arch was

remodelled.

At the same time, plans were drown up for a new studio theatre,
Sﬁonsored by Richard Burton and named the Burton Taylor Studio.
The name commemorated not only its benefactors but also a famous
Playhouse production in 1966 of Dr Faustus, starring Burton and with
Elizabeth Taylor as Helen of Troy. Nevill Coghill, Burton’s tutor at
Exeter College in the 1940s, directed the production.

In 1987 the theatre underwent another temporary closure. In

1990 the University transferred the lease to the Oxford Playhouse
Charitable Trust and the theatre re-opened in April 1991. The Trust,
along with then Joint Directors Tish Francis and Hedda Beeby,
appointed architects Michael Reardon and Associates, best known for
their work at The Swan at Siratford upon Avon, fo design a scheme
for extensive remodelling of the theatre. In November 1995 this work
received an Arts Loftery Award of £2.9m, enabling if fo be completed

in 1996.

Most recently, during the summer months of 2014, 2015 and 2016,
a complete renovation took place culminating in @ new auditorium
which was completed in August 2016.

Actors who have performed at the theatre since it opened in 1938
include Judi Dench, John Gielgud, Mel Smith, Simon Callow, Richard
E. Grant, Timothy West, Rupert Evereft, Rosamund Pike, Warren
Mitchell, Alan Rickman, Ronnie Barker, lan McKellen, Robert Webb,
Hugh Grant, Maggie Smith, Richard Curtis and many more.
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