
 

KEITH ROGER ATTER (G57-65) 

He was born on 23 February 1946 and lived in Purley Surrey. 

On leaving the College he obtained a BA before joined the 
Royal Navy and becoming an acting Sub-Lieutenant attending 
Britannia Royal Naval College.  On Wednesday 14 August 1968 

he tragically died off the coast of Germany, when he fell 
overboard from the training sailing vessel Leopard (pictured).  
He was missing presumed drowned.  

There is a small plaque in the College Chapel, put there by his 
parents, saying that the altar rails were put in place in his 

memory - these are the rails which divide the blue seats from 
the part where we walk in once coming through the main door 
and are fittingly below the plaque. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 



 

He is buried in Hanover Military Cemetery and I am grateful to the War Graves Photographic Project for 

providing the following images. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



 

My thanks to Roger Dettmer for contacting me about Keith Roger Atter.  He was a fellow physics student with 

Keith at York University (1965-68). The shock of learning of his death in the Summer of 1968 - swept 
overboard - during the Tall Ships race - has never quite left him. He says “He was a larger than life character, 
and a good friend. I have always understood that his body was never recovered, but it would appear from 
Roger's record on your website that, at some stage, his body was recovered, as he is buried in the Hanover 
Military Cemetery. I am still in contact with a number of Roger's old friends from his York days and it would be 
wonderful to be able to give them an update on his final resting place.” 

 
After much further work by Roger Dettmer he obtained the following document from MOD's Joint Casualty and 
Compassionate Centre. 
 

OFFICIAL - SENSITIVE PERSONAL 
AFMD - Personal Details Record 

 

Missing presumed drowned after he was swept overboard from STC Leopard - position 54* 42.30'N 8*11E. 
 
On 12 August 1968, having completed the tall ships race, Sail Training Craft "Leopard" was handed over to a 
passage crew at Kristiansand, Norway for the voyage to the United Kingdom. The crew included Atter and 
Cadet Peter H Butson. On the night of 14 August, "Leopard" was crossing the Heligoland Bight between 
Germany and Denmark with the port of Hornum at the southern and of Sylt as the destination when at about 
2025 hrs a freak wave laid the craft on her beam ends to port and swept three of the seven crew, Atter, Butson 

and Sub Lt Andrew B Gough clear of the vessel into the sea. Lt Cdr Cohn P Lawrence and Sub Lt'Colin R Laird 
were also thrown over the side but both managed to hang on to the vessel. 
 
The Aldis lamp was rigged and shone, distress flares were fired and orders given to operate the Mayday signal 
on the portable "life-cry". "Leopard" was then manoeuvred back towards the three men who were still 
overboard with considerable difficulty since she had suffered flooding, damage to her sails and engine failure. 

Gough who had managed to reach a pram dinghy which had been broken away by the wave, was soon 
recovered, he did his best to indicate where he thought the missing two were stationed but despite intensive 
searching with the limited equipment available, they could not be found. 
 
The skipper of the "Leopard", Lt Cdr Francis M Flynn, was seriously concerned about the sea worthiness of the 
craft and also about the surviving members of the crew. He therefore abandoned the search after some 
minutes and sailed directly into the breakers across the Hornum Knobe. The craft survived the passage across 

the sand banks and fetched up in the Vortrapp Channel where it was met by a customs launch. This launch led 
Leopard into Hornum Harbour. Subsequently the skipper of the "Leopard" accompanied the launch and 
continued the search for the missing personnel until 0200 hrs on 15 August. There were rescue craft in the 
vicinity and a through search was carried out over the whole area and to seaward of the sand banks but to no 
avail. 
 
On 26 August 1968, Atter's body was recovered in the Schmal-Tief by a German Customs vessel. He was 

identified by his dental records. 


