
 

JACK READE (K20-30)  

Date of Birth 7 December 1911 

School Information Pembroke Scholar, Head Prefect; Sub-editor of "The Framlinghamian”. Goldsmith 
Prize for Maths and Modern Languages, Silver. Medals 1925; Gold Medals 1926. 
Ransome Exhibition, Richmond  Prize for Maths, Packard Prize for Science 1926. 

Classics Prize 1928. Mawby Prize 1929. Hockey XI 1929, captain 1930. Athletics team 
1929, 1930. Sergeant O.T.C., cert. A. Magdalen College, Cambridge where he was 
awarded BA HONS.(CANTAB.) 

Career Information Civil Service; Board of Education, 1935. Assistant private secretary and later private 
secretary to the President (Lord de la Warr) Ministry of Supply, 1940. Private 

Secretary to the Minister (Mr. Herbert Morrison, and later Sir Andrew Duncan). 

He was husband to Peggy Reade of Stamford Brook, London and they had only been 
married 6 weeks when he died. 

Date Of Death 14 June 1943 

Cause of Death His Beaufighter IF R2148 spun from low cloud into a sandpit when lost in cloud.  

Location Off Cliff Road, Cromer, Norfolk 

Cemetery Aldeburgh Churchyard 

Rank Flying Officer, acting as navigator 

Branch of Service Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve, 68 Squadron 

 
Our thanks to Peter & Catherine Howard-Dobson with their help in researching this OF. 
 
The only picture we have been able to find of him is this one in a 1929 running team – he is back left. 

 

 



 

We have found a photo of his father (William Comer Reade). He was head of 

the Reade brick making and building company that built half of Aldeburgh. He 
was a three-times mayor of the town in 1926-27, 1935-36 & 1954-56. 

 
 
 
 

His grave is, like much of the churchyard, thoroughly overgrown, but managed to shove aside most of the long 
grass to take the following photos. There is a subsidiary inscription below his to mother and another below even 

that, which is in memory of his sister, Nancy, but half of it was under current ground level! 
  



 

 



 

We found that his medals and Condolence Slip had been up for sale.  They came with the following description 

:- 129166 Flying Officer Jack Reade B A. 68 Sqdn R.A.F.V.R. Died on active service 14/06/1943 Age 31 
Medals:- 1939 -1945 War Medal + Africa Star Complete with issue box, Condolence Slip & Record of 
Internment. Both he & the pilot were killed when there Beaufighter Plane IF R2148:WM-T spun from low cloud 
into a sandpit off Cliff Road Cromer @ 3-30pm on 14/06/43 
 

 
 
 
His parents set up The Reade Memorial Prizes in 1943, which are still awarded to this day to Upper & Lower 6th 

for French. 
 
The Diss Express, dated 30th July 1948, tells us of the awards at Speech Day, of two Jack Reade Memorial 
Prizes (for Modern Languages). One to A E Aston, the other to N A E Todd.  AE Aston went on to become an 
award winning poet – see his distinguished entry. 
  

 



 

 


