
 

COLIN FROSTICK MOLE (14-18) 

 

Date of Birth 30 August 1902 

School Information None  

Career Information He was an Agent for the Prudential Assurance Company Ltd. and in 1939 was 
working and residing in Hitchin, Hertfordshire. 

Date Of Death 31 August 1942 

Cause of Death Died in the RAF Hospital in Ely of acute yellow atrophy of the liver; he'd only served 
in the RAF for one month. 

Location St. Ippolyts  

Cemetery St. Ippolyts New Churchyard, Ashbrook Lane, St Ippolyts, Hertfordshire. 3 rows 

from path 

Rank Aircraftman 2nd class 

Branch of Service Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve 

 

 



 

I found the following article written by Simon Last of www.charnwood-genealogy.com             

 
 
The MOLEs’ of Framlingham – an unexpected WW2 connection: UPDATE An amazing coincidence! 

Posted on October 1, 2015 by charnwoodgenealogy  

UPDATE: 

I wrote this blog post regarding the MOLE family back in October 2015 and as mentioned at that time I was 

going to investigate Colin Frostick MOLE in more detail, including his service and death in WW2. 

However due to work and other commitments this has not happened unfortunately, therefore you can imagine 
my delight when I saw a postcard listed on Ebay last week listed as ‘ sent to the MOLE family in Framlingham 

dated 1916.’ 

I was curious and wondered if this old postcard could possibly connect to my previous MOLE research in 2015 – 
the seller was unwilling to send me a scan of the reverse of the postcard, so the only way to find out more was 
to purchase the card, which I duly did. 

It arrived in the post yesterday and I was really pleased to see that it was sent to Master Colin MOLE at Albert 
Road in Framlingham to mark his 14th birthday in August 1916 and fitted with my previous MOLE family 
research. 

 

http://www.charnwood-genealogy.com/
https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/2015/10/01/the-moles-of-framlingham-an-unexpected-ww2-connection/
https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/2015/10/01/the-moles-of-framlingham-an-unexpected-ww2-connection/
https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/author/charnwoodgenealogy/


 

 

A great find indeed and as mentioned many times before the family names and genealogical links on postcards 
are so special and underused, because if the postcard had only been listed by the picture on front I would not 
have given it a second glance!! 

 



 

 

October 2015: 

When in Framlingham during the recent Heritage Open Day I took part in the tour of the town’s cemetery led 
by John Bridges and as always took a few photos of any graves that caught my eye. 

One of these graves was for Walter MOLE who died on 24th February 1956, Annie MOLE who died on 15th April 
1959 and Nancy Ismy who died on 26th April 1986. 

 

Being quite an unusual surname I decided to investigate further to see if this was a family that had lived in the 

town for many years or who had moved there in more recent times. 

I started by looking at the 1911 census and found Walter James MOLE aged 43 living with his wife Annie aged 

41 and three children Gwendoline Rosalie aged 14, Colin Frostick aged 8 and Nancy Ismy aged 7 months. The 
family were living at Albert Road in Framlingham and George’s occupation was an Insurance Superintendent for 
Prudential. 

 

Source Citation Ancestry: Class: RG14; Piece: 10911; Schedule Number: 29 

George was born in West Mersea in Essex and Annie in Great Barford in Bedfordshire and they had been 
married for 16 years in 1911 – further research found that George MOLE and Annie TATMAN married in the 
April quarter of 1895 in Great Barford. 

The 1901 census shows them living in Bures St Mary, so they must have moved to Framlingham after that 

time. 

https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/mole-grave.jpg
https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/mole-1911-census.jpg


 

 

Source Citation Ancestry: Class: RG13; Piece: 1742; Folio: 52; Page: 5 

I then looked in the Framlingham Weekly News records online and found several mentions of this MOLE family, 
including mention of Mr Colin MOLE being appointed organist and choirmaster in Wickham Market dated 11th 
July 1925. 

 

And also a wedding report from 14th April 1934, in Wickham Market, which mentioned a Colin MOLE from 
Framlingham presiding at the organ – did he ever play the organ in Framlingham church I wonder? 

 

I then decided to research Colin further and sadly found that Aircraftman Colin Frostick MOLE 1626905 of the 
Royal Air Force Reserve died on 31st August 1942 and is Remembered with Honour at Ippollitts (St Ippolyt) 
New Churchyard in Hertfordshire. 

https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/mole-1901-census.jpg
https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/fwn-11-7-1925.jpg
https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/fwn-14-4-1934.jpg


 

 

Colin attended Framlingham College between 1914 and 1918 and is remembered on the memorial to those Old 
Framlinghamians who lost their lives in World War 2, which is on the west wall of the College Chapel. 

   

Colin had married Gwendoline Mabel BARNES in the July quarter of 1932, had three children Phillip, Mary and 
Sheila and settled in Hertfordshire. 

However I was still intrigued by his middle name FROSTICK and have found that this was his paternal 
Grandmother Hannah’s maiden name and discovered that his MOLE ancestors have a long history associated 
with West Mersea in Essex. 

https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/cwgc-colin-frostick-mole.jpg
https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/ww2memorial.jpg
https://charnwoodgenealogy.wordpress.com/wp-content/uploads/2015/10/the-college-framlingham.jpg


 

    

George and Hannah MOLE (nee FROSTICK) 

(Many thanks to Ancestry tree members for the use of this document and photo) 

I now plan to try and discover more about Colin’s war service and how he died in World War 2 and will keep 

you updated with any developments. 

Simon Last 

www.charnwood-genealogy.com             charnwoodresearch@virginmedia.com 
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