
 

BRIGADIER ANDREW FREEMANTLE CBE (S58-62)  

He was born on 26 September 1944. 

Prior to becoming Chief Executive of the RNLI, Andrew had an impressive 
service record. 

He served in the British and Australian Armies for a total of 25 years, 
reaching the rank of Brigadier at the age of 43. He served in many 

operational theatres, including a tour in South Vietnam in the Australian SAS. 

A graduate of the Royal Military College of Science and the British Army Staff 
College, he commanded the Royal Hampshire Regiment and, later, 19 

Infantry Brigade. He was then selected to be a Member of the Royal College 
of Defence Studies.  

He was 
awarded 
an MBE 
and 
Mentioned 
In 

Dispatches 
for 
operational 
service 

and is one 
of the very 
few Brits 

to have 
served in 
Vietnam as 
the UK had 
no official 

involvement there (see this forum 

http://www.britishmedalforum.com/viewtopic.php?p=39225&sid=f55ade73389878e11eb7aaae9f326cac) 

He left the British Army in 1990 to become General Manager and, then, Chief Executive of the Scottish 

Ambulance Service; at that time the largest such service in Europe. In 1995 he obtained a postgraduate 
qualification at the University of Sheffield. He joined the RNLI as Director in 
1998 (title changed to Chief Executive in 2001). He became a Freeman of the 
City of London and a Companion of the Chartered Management Institute.  He 
was also decorated as an officier of the French Ordre du Merite Maritime. 

He is pictured here with the late Queen and Prince Phillip at the opening of 
The Lifeboat College on 28 July 2004 - The opening of this, the world's first 
lifeboat college, is evidence of Andrew's commitment to training which was 
rewarded by the award of the CBE in the Queen’s Birthday Honours list in 

2007 for ‘ Services to Maritime Safety.’  

In September 2007, he cycled from the RNLI’s Head Office in Poole, Dorset to 

Rome, to raise funds for a memorial and garden in Poole to recognise all 
members of lifeboat crews who have died saving lives at sea since the RNLI 
was established in 1824.  See this article on their website, which also 
provides links through to pictures taken along the way 

http://www.britishmedalforum.com/viewtopic.php?p=39225&sid=f55ade73389878e11eb7aaae9f326cac


 

http://www.rnli.org.uk/how_to_support_us/appeals/afcycleride/afcycleride2 . 

Following retirement from the RNLI, he remained a Trustee of ABF The Soldiers Charity for 6 years and is still a 
Trustee and member of the Executive Committee of the Royal Commonwealth Ex Services League, which has 

48 countries in its membership. 

He is married to Pat and has four daughters, 7 granddaughters and one grandson. 

Below is a picture of Andrew in Rome after completing the 1230 mile journey. Brilliant effort. 
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