MAJOR JOHN DIXIE CHURCHILL MC (S44-51)
He was born on 17 November 1932 in Wickford, Essex and on leaving the College
went to Sandhurst. After 18 months he was commissioned on 6 February 1953 into
the Suffolk Regiment. Then followed 2 courses of instruction at Small Arm School,
Hythe and the Tactical Wing, Warminster. Later he rejoined his Regiment at Trieste
and then to Germany, where he took command of the M.G. Pl.
In 1956, still with his Regiment, he went to Cyprus for 3 months. Next to the
Regimental Depot at Bury St Edmonds to train recruits. After 2 years there he
volunteered for service with the Sultan of Muscat’s Forces. Here he became 2nd in
command of a Company of the Central Oman Group consisting of 4 infantry platoons
each of mortars and M.Gs, one 75 millimetre Howitzer and one Pack Howitzer and a Troop armoured cars from
the Life Guards.
In January 1959, the final assault on the Rebel stronghold at Jebel Akhbar took place. For his conduct on this
occasion he was awarded the Military Cross (see announcement below), which he later received from the Queen
at Buckingham Palace. At this time, owing to shortage of Officers, he was acting as 2nd in command of the HQ
and Support Coys.

After 6 weeks leave in June 1959, he returned to assume the adjutancy of the Muscat Regiment. In January
1960, he contracted jaundice on account of which he was invalided home and given 8 months sick leave. In
October 1960, he was appointed to the Apprentices School at Arborfield as 2nd in command of the Senior Coys.
He re he remained until September 1962, when he rejoined his former Regiment, now known as the 1st East
Anglia Regiment, based at Felixstowe.

He was married while at Arborfield.
In January 1964 he proceeded with his Regiment to Aden. Four months later his Regiment was involved in
operations in Radfan between Aden and Dhala, 70 miles north of Aden at a height of 3000 feet. During this
period he held roles as Defence Co-coordinator for Bde; Air Supply Co-coordinator for the Battalion and Battle
Adjutant at the Command Post. In December 1964 his Company went to Mukarias on the Yemen Border to
Thwart the Yemenese in their attempt to destroy a Radar Station.
At the end of 1964 he was returned to England to take over the appointment of Training Major for Suffolk and
Cambridgeshire Regiment TA, plus training of 3 CCFs – Woodbridge, Soham Grammar School and at the
College.
After his retirement, the TA established the Home Service Force and he returned to the Army who were pleased
to use the experience of an outstanding soldier in a training role. He was appointed O.C. E Company 6 Royal
Anglian Regiment and filled this role of continuous training of the TA Home Service Force until his final retirement
in 1989.
Sadly the last few years of his life were not of the best quality as he was beset by dementia and Parkinson’s
disease.
It was reported in the Arborfield Old Boys Newsletter that he had died on 31 August 2008 at the age of 75. At
his funeral on 4th September 2008 ex-members of the Home Service Force formed a Guard of Honour.
The Royal Anglian Regiment Journal contained a full obituary – see below

