
LT COLONEL CHARLES AUGUSTUS EDWARDS (1873-74)

He was born in February 1864.

While serving in the Burmese Campaign of 1885-87 he was specially mentioned “for courage
and activity in leading the advanced guard at the attack and capture of Mawbu” in 1886.

He greatly distinguished himself during the last 5 years of his life by fighting operations
against the slave traders in Africa.  According to 1st 60 years history he attacked them on
many occasions and with such complete disregard of personal safety, carrying lake fortresses
and walled towns by assault, firing villages and leading bayonet charges.  His name became
very widely known and was even invested, among the warlike Yao tribesmen, with magical
properties!

He served in British Central Africa (now known as Malawi) between 1892-94, where his defeat of the slave
trading chiefs Makanjira and others, paved the way for the pacification of Nyasaland.  He was appointed the
Senior Military Officer in British Central Africa in 1894 and Brevet Lt Colonel in 1896 – being the youngest
officer of his rank in the Indian Army.

He died of Blackwater Fever at Zomba, Malawi on 10 May 1897 at the age of 33.

I’m indebted to David Stuart-Mogg, co-editor of the Society of Malawi Journal, for the photo of Edwards, which
it is believed was taken by William Wheeler.  It appears on p. 118 in Sir Harry H. Johnston’s British Central
Africa. London. Methuen & Co. 1897. David goes on to say “According to Lieut. Edward Alston, Coldstream
Guards, whose Central African Journal I am editing, Edwards affected an eye-glass and spoke with the delivery
of a machine-gun. Alston died, similarly of Blackwater Fever, just weeks before Edwards.”

A memorial was erected in the College Chapel by his brother officers and is the earliest memorial in the Chapel.



In his book “Imperial Connections – India in the Indian Ocean Arena 1860-1920”, Thomas Metcalf includes the
following piece :-




