LT COLONEL CHARLES AUGUSTUS EDWARDS (1873-74)
He was born in February 1864.

While serving in the Burmese Campaign of 1885-87 he was specially mentioned “for courage
and activity in leading the advanced guard at the attack and capture of Mawbu” in 1886.

He greatly distinguished himself during the last 5 years of his life by fighting operations
against the slave traders in Africa. According to 15t 60 years history he attacked them on
many occasions and with such complete disregard of personal safety, carrying lake fortresses
and walled towns by assault, firing villages and leading bayonet charges. His name became
very widely known and was even invested, among the warlike Yao tribesmen, with magical
properties!

He served in British Central Africa (now known as Malawi) between 1892-94, where his defeat of the slave
trading chiefs Makanjira and others, paved the way for the pacification of Nyasaland. He was appointed the
Senior Military Officer in British Central Africa in 1894 and Brevet Lt Colonel in 1896 - being the youngest
officer of his rank in the Indian Army.

He died of Blackwater Fever at Zomba, Malawi on 10 May 1897 at the age of 33.

I'm indebted to David Stuart-Mogg, co-editor of the Society of Malawi Journal, for the photo of Edwards, which
it is believed was taken by William Wheeler. It appears on p. 118 in Sir Harry H. Johnston’s British Central
Africa. London. Methuen & Co. 1897. David goes on to say “According to Lieut. Edward Alston, Coldstream
Guards, whose Central African Journal I am editing, Edwards affected an eye-glass and spoke with the delivery
of a machine-gun. Alston died, similarly of Blackwater Fever, just weeks before Edwards."”

A memorial was erected in the College Chapel by his brother officers and is the earliest memorial in the Chapel.
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In his book “Imperial Connections - India in the Indian Ocean Arena 1860-1920", Thomas Metcalf includes the
following piece :-

Confronted with this array of arguments, the Indian government
sanciioned the further enrollment of Sikh connngents for Central Afrca.
One hundred men under Lt. €. A, Edwards of the 35th Sikhs sailed in
February 1893, A further one hundred, to relieve Maguire’s now deplered
force, whose two vear tour was approaching 1ts end, followed a few
months later under the command of L, W. H, Manning of the st Sikhs.
How, one must ask, were these men selecred? Whar induced soldiers of
the Indian Army to sign up for service in remote Nyasaland? One might
follow Lr. Edwards as he described his recruiting rour. He began by hav-
ing the conditions of service translated mto Urdu and Gurmukhi, with
copies sent to the commanding officers of the regiments, six in number,
from which he was authorized to accept recrunts. From cach regiment he
was permitted to take no more than twenty men. The various com-
manding officers were requested to read aloud the condirions of service
at roll call. Edwards then visited each regiment in turn, and had all those
who wished to go, generally about 8o to 150 men per regiment, fall in
before him. From among this number, Edwards selected some 30 or 3
“likely looking™ soldiers and dismissed the remainder. He then examined
the service records of these 30 and rejected those who were "ot bad or
indifferent character” or were “bad shots.” The rest then proceeded to the
regimental hospiral. “After the medical officer had thoroughly inspected
the men and signed a certificate thar the men were physically fic for serv-
ice in British Central Africa, [ inspected again the men who were passed
as fir, and finally selected the 2o men I required” After the final inspec-
tion the conditions of service were “most thoroughly and caretully
explained o the men.” Onee he had secured the one hundred he was
authorized to engage, he had them all dispatched to Agra, where they
were outhitted and sent oft together by train to Bombay and thence o
Africa. ™

Edwards’s 1893 batch, all Sikhs. came from five regiments, each of
which supplied the full owenty men. He acknowledged thar “very few
havildars, buglers, and signalers volunteered so I hadn’ a good number
to select from)” bur as a whole, he msisted, the contingent comprised
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“good men” who were all “very happy and are looking eagerly forward to
active service in Central Africa” The inducement to sign up for African
service operated most strongly at the loweste level, that of the ordinary
sepoy, and was weaker at the level of the noncommissioned officer
(NCO) and skalled artisan. An 1895 recruitment drive for East Africa, for
instance, produced only one subahdar and four jamadar applicants for six
available NCO positions. Recruiting in 1898 for Central Africa, L, C.
Godtrey found himself unable to procure soldier artificers from Pioneer
regiments and, after Taking all who volunteered, was sull short of buglers
and drummers. Ironically, forewarned by Edwards’s report that NCOs
were in short supply, Godtrey accepred all who presented themselves in
the carly stages of his tour, in Burma and Bombay, only to tind, when he
did reach the Pumjab, fifteen volunteers for the one NCO position he still
had open. He grumbled, “If I had known this before 1 could have made
a better selection of non-commissioned officers than 1 have done, as 1
should have obtained men from Pungab regiments thoroughly experi-
enced i active service and naturally more valuable men to have had."®
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