WILLIAM GREENFIELD LACK (K58-63)
He was born on 13 April 1945 and says he reasonably enjoyed his time at the College
but probably didn’t do enough work! He represented the college at hockey and cricket,
being Secretary of cricket in his last year.
After leaving the College he had a gap year, working in light engineering, where he
learnt basic engineering skills and lost half a finger in a milling machine. He read
mathematics at the University of East Anglia from 1964 to 1967 and gained a BSc. The
university was then in its infancy, with 400 students living in digs and taught in prefabs. This was the first year
that maths was offered and among the other 26 students was his future wife, Jenny, who had joined the brass
rubbing club, a decision which had future consequences.
After graduating, William joined a small geophysical company in Shropshire and travelled in Eire, the UK,
France and Belgium for 11 years, prospecting for lead, zinc, iron ore and china clay. Jenny and William married
and when their two daughters were born, it was William, now self-employed, who became a full-time dad.
Thirty years ago this was a brave career choice but it was one which he never regretted.
In 1977 a chance meeting with Dr Keith Cameron, who ran the Monumental Brass Society’s repair workshop in
Cambridge, resulted in his unofficial apprenticeship in brass conservation. He is now the only specialist
monumental brass conservator in the UK and has repaired 850 brasses from all over the country and is well on
the way to his target of 1000 before he retires.
He has also been writing about monumental brasses, notably collaborating with
Martin Stuchfield and Philip Whittemore in the continuing County Series. These
ground-breaking volumes describe and illustrate the brasses of each county.
Starting with The Monumental Brasses of Bedfordshire published in 1992, the
series is working alphabetically through the historic counties and has published
sixteen counties to date. The project has grown inexorably and the series thus far
occupies about sixteen inches of shelf space! The Monumental Brasses of
Hertfordshire will be published in 2010. The picture shows William in 2002 with
the then Bishop of Durham and co-author Martin Stuchfield, At the press launch of
the Durham county book.
In the picture on the left, William is photographed in front of the newly
conserved Foxe brass at Ludford, Shropshire

To the right he is photographed
with his 2 brother, Geoffrey
(middle) and Donald (right)
who all attended the College,
with William’s wife Jenny.
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