LIEUTENANT GORDON MURIEL FLOWERDEW VC (1894 -99)
Gordon Muriel Flowerdew was born in Billingford, Norfolk, England on 2

January 1885, the 12 " of 15 children of a gentleman farmer and his wife.

He was educated at Framlingham College, Suffolk along with al 1 9 of his

brothers, which must be something of a record.

In 1903 Gordon emigrated to Canada, where he lived at Duck Lake,
Saskatchewan; Queensbay, Kooteny Lake; and Wallachin, British Columbia.

In 1914 he enlisted in the 31st British Columbia Horse, lat er transferring to
Lord Strathcona's Horse. He rose quickly through the ranks and was
commissioned as an officer in 1916. In January 1918 Flowerdew was
command of C Squadron, Lord Strathcona's Horse.
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For most of the war, the Canadian Cavalry
Corp s was not involved in much direct
fighting. The static nature of the warfare and
general unsuitability of the environment for
traditional cavalry operations militated against
their use. Even when they did engage the
enemy it was almost exclusively dismou
effectively fighting as infantry.
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Amiens, the Canadian Cavalry Corps, some 700

When the Germans launched Operation Michael in the Spring of 1918, it was a
last great effort to execute a decisive thrust between the French and British
armies and, they believed, effectively win the war. They ma
advancing towards a key gap between Paris and Amiens, then an important

railhead. The cavalry became a significant factor by virtue of their ability to move
quickly to pressure points. In late March 1918, as the Germans approached

More uil and threatened to cross the L'Avre River, the last natural barrier before
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Once in the proximity of the wood, a number of dispositions S o 5 < (=) 253,
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were put in place to counter a possible mounted attack.

As the Squadron began its push directly into the northeast corner of the
wood, they came over a small rise and were immediately observed and
came under heavy fire. Flowerdew called the charge using the slightly

unorthodox phrase 6ltdés a charge boys, S buc
close by him, was killed before the charge could be sounded, but charge

they did. The gap between the mounted men and the opposing

defensive line, which included a number of machine guns, was about

200 yards, and the action lasted about 30 seconds. The squadron

suffered atrocious losses (more than half of the men in C Squadron

were killed), and Flowerdew himself was almost immediately downed,

fatally wounded. Accounts vary, but few, if any, made it to the woods.

Notwithstanding its apparent failure, the cavalry charge was deemed to have been instrumental in unnerving

the defenders and the attacking forces succeeded in taking the wo od. Although the Germans retook the

territory on the following day, the impetus of their thrust was broken. The Allies held their line and Operation

Michael ground to a halt. Later in the year the Germans were pushed back towards their eventual defeat.

Lieutenant Flowerdew died of wounds on the 31 st March1918 -Easter Day. The Squadronds c¢h:
resulted in its near destruction, was one of those moments on the battlefield when the immediate outcome of

an extraordinary deed is not the central iss ue. The action becomes a catalyst for seismic shifts in momentum

that eventually culminate in that elusive decisive effect.
His citation reads :

For most conspicuous bravery and dash when in command of a squadron detailed for special service of

a very imp ortant nature. On reaching the first objective, Lieutenant Flowerdew saw two lines of the

enemy, each about sixty strong, with machine guns in the centre and flanks, one line about two

hundred yards behind the other. Realizing the critical nature of the op eration and how many depended
upon it, Lieutenant Flowerdew ordered a troop under Lieutenant Harvey to dismount and carry out a

special movement while he led the remaining three troops to the charge. The squadron (less one troop)

passed over both lines, ki lling many of the enemy with the sword, and wheeling about galloped at them
again. Although the squadron had then lost about 70 percent of its number, killed and wounded, from

rifle and machine gun fire directed on it from the front and both flanks, the en emy broke and retired.
The survivors then established themselves in a position, where later they were joined, after much hand -
to-hand fighting, by Lieutenant Harvey's party. Lieutenant Flowerdew was dangerously wounded

through both thighs during the operat ion, but continued to cheer on his men. There can be no doubt

that this officer's great valour was the prime factor in the capture of the position.

It was thought that the cavalry charge led by Flowerdew was the last cavalry charge in military history , bu t see
recent information from Peter Gasgoine  -Lockwood (R57  -64) later on in this piece

He is buried at Namps -au-Val British Cemetery , eleven miles south west of Amiens, France. A simple wooden
cross, which originally marked the resting place of Flowerd ew, was brought from France in 1933 to hang in the
College Chapel near the War Memorial. Note that on the cross he is referred to as Captain. Itis

believed that he was promoted after the action and before he died the following day.
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In 2014 a party o f OFs and others, including Neil Flowerdew (Hon OF), went across to visit Moreuil Wood , his
grave tore trace the events of 30 March 1918 . Below are some of the photos taken at the cemetery, the
special memorial just outside the wood and of the proud curre nt owner of the wood
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We are also indebted to Neil for some wonderful family photos.

1890 i 12 of 15 with Gordon on right of rug i see close up at age of 4 with straw hat.

Walhatchin Hotel run by his sister Audrey and Gordon picture d with William Miller Higgs (Brother  -in-law) and
Audrey either side of him  at Walhachin Post Office  around 1912 .

WALHACHIN

by
Joan Weir

Finally a photo of the miniature VC presented to the family and held by Neil together with newspaper front page
about the presentation of hi s VC to his mother and youngest brother Eric
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CANADIAN DAILY RECORD |

e o
“THE KING HANDS V.C. TO MOTHER OF DEAD CAVALRY OFFICER.
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Interestingly, one of the earliest paintings (1919) by Sir Alfred Munnings (1891 -92) was of the cavalry

charge in which Flowerdew won his VC in 1918. A copy of this painting was presented to the College on 1 July
1991 by Lt Col Coupland of the Canadian High Commission. The original hangs in the Canadian War Museum in

Ottawa. A nephew of Gordon Flowerdew, Group Captain L.L. Flowerdew (33 -35) , represented the family.
See bottom of article for further pic ture of this painting.

The following photos were taken from the Autumn 1994 OF Magazine, which contains details of a trip made to
France to commemorate 50th anniversary.
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