
AIR VICE-MARSHAL PETER KING CB OBE FRCSE (S36-39)

My thanks to Peter and his son Nigel King (S60-65) for providing most of
the following biography.

Peter was born on 17 September 1922 and was the first of 3 generations
to attend Framlingham. He was followed by his son Nigel and then by
his son James King (S88-94).

He went straight from Framlingham into medicine and in 1941 was
awarded an RAF Medical Services Scholarship.  He was
commissioned towards the end of WW2 and served his entire
working life in the RAF.

His father had in turn been a regular soldier, one of the Old
Contemptibles, who survived 4 years on the Western Front serving in
the Royal Army Medical Corp (RAMC).  He was latterly attached to HQ Royal Flying Corp (RFC) and in 1918
transferred to the new RAF.  He was commissioned shortly afterwards.  He also saw service in France in WW2
and was awarded the MBE.

Returning to Peter, he rose to the rank of Air Vice-Marshal in the RAF Medical Branch.  For many years he was
Adviser in Otorhinolaryngology to the RAF and in time became Professor of Aviation Medicine of the Royal
College of Physicians at RAF Farnborough, then Dean of Air Force Medicine and finally Senior Consultant, RAF.

In 1964 he was appointed Hunterian Professor of Surgery at the Royal College of Surgeons.

From 1979 to 1987 he was an Honorary Surgeon to HM the Queen.

He was the co-author of 3 books :-

 “Noise and Vibration in Aviation Medicine” – 1972
 “Aviation Medicine” – 1987 (see image below)
 “The Assessment of Hearing Disability” - 1992.

He is a Fellow of the Royal Aeronautical Society.  In 1992 he was recognised as the co-descriptor, with Dr
Kopetzky of Chicago, of the “King-Kopetzky Syndrome”, which is characterised by auditory disability with a
clinically normal hearing threshold. The main reported difficulty is understanding speech in the performance of
a listening task.

In 1964 he was appointed OBE and in 1987 was created a Companion of the Order of the Bath (CB) and
Commander of the Order of St John.   He retired from the RAF that year.  For 8 years he was a Consultant at
King Edward VII Hospital, Midhurst, before he finally retired.

Outside of the Service, he was a past Vice-President of the Royal National Institute for the Deaf People and a
member of the BMA since 1946.  Within his profession he was Chairman of the British Society of Audiology
(1979-81) and President, Section of Otology, the Royal Society of Medicine (1977-78); council member of the
British Association of Otorhinolaryngologists and Head and Neck Surgeons (1960-89) and an Hon Life Member
since 1996.

Amongst his awards were the Lady Cade Medal (1967) of the Royal College of Surgeons; joint awardee of the
Gilbert Howell’s Memorial Prize of the University of London (1993) and the Thomas Littler Lectureship of the
British Society of Audiology (1999).



By an extraordinary quirk of fate, Air Vice-Marshal Simon Dougherty (G60-67), who was Director General
of Medical Services, RAF, was taught by Peter King at Farnborough.  By an even stranger quirk Simon was at
Framlingham with his son Nigel.

He died on 11th November 2015, aged 93. He was pre-deceased by his wife Doreen and son Nigel (S60-65)
but was survived by his daughter Sue and grandchildren James, Ben, Emily, Tom and Ollie and great-grandson
Charlie. The funeral was held on Friday 27th November at St Mary’s, Woodstock at 12 noon.

OF Brian Smith represented the Society at the funeral and recall the following “As you know, both Nigel and I
were shooting partners at the OF Rifle Club and as a consequence both my wife Valerie and I knew both he and
his wife Tizzy very well. Imagine, therefore, her surprise when she saw me there! She was very gracious and
insisted that I be included in the family entourage behind the coffin as it entered the church as well as sitting in
the pew beside her. During the service a very poignent moment was marked by an RAF bugler sounding both
the Last Post and Reveille.”



Below is the Obituary that was published in the Times on 7 December 2015




