
WILLIAM HUDSON MILBURN (MASTER)

Date of Birth 13 May 1891 in Alnwick, Northumberland, the son of Joseph and Margaret Milburn

School Information Educated locally he gained an Open Scholarship for Natural Sciences and went up to
Emmanuel College, Cambridge in October 1910. He obtained a first class in Part 1 of
the Natural Sciences Tripos in June 1912 and passed Part 2 in the following year
when he took his BA degree.

He was a member of the college football X1 from 1910 to 1913 and captained the
team in the last year.....”W. H. Milburn (right half). A very good half, with a sound
knowledge of the game. Has a great sense of anticipation. Feeds the forwards well,
but is apt to wander on occasions too far from his opposing wing forward” - see
photo below

Career Information After graduating from Emmanuel College, Cambridge he came to teach at the
College and in 1914 was appointed commander of the College OTC. Before being
commissioned in 1915.

Date Of Death 15 July 1916

Cause of Death Killed in action

Location Somme, France

Cemetery Thiepval Memorial, France and on Alnwick War Memorial

Rank 2nd Lieutenant

Branch of Service 4th Bn. Suffolk Regiment.

Below is a picture of his name on the memorial at Thiepval, France



We are grateful to Derek Pheasant for additional information on him, including the following
background leading up to his death and the photos below :-

On 15th July 1916 1/4th Suffolks of 98th brigade, 33rd Division were part of a major advance  after the
successful attack on the Bazentin Ridge in the early hours of the previous day. General Rawlinson of
Fourth Army wanted the successes gained to be exploited to take full advantage of the confusion of the
enemy. But by the morning of the 15th the Germans, with reinforcements arriving, had sufficiently
recovered to stoutly oppose any new advance.

33rd Division were to attack from a line from the south western edge of High Wood westwards to the
village of Bazentin-le-Petit, 100 Brigade to the right, 98 Brigade to the left.

At 0600 hrs the Suffolks moved up in support and after a 30minute bombardment followed 1st

Middlesex, who led the way on a 1000 yard front at 0900 hrs. A and B Coys of the Suffolks were in the
front line. As soon as they left their trenches they came under enfilade machine gun fire from both
flanks and were also heavily shelled. Casualties mounted rapidly and all attempts to move forward
proved fruitless. Between 4 and 5pm the whole enterprise was abandoned. The Suffolks suffered
severely with over 200 casualties, including several officers.

He is also remembered on the Alnwick Memorial pictured below



He is pictured here as captain in 1913 of the Emmanuel College 1st XI football team

He is pictured here in 4th Suffolk Regiment officers at Halton Camp, near Tring, Herts in late 1915/early 1916.
He is third from right, middle row.



Here is the "Report of the Clubs" from the Emmanuel College Magazine (Michaelmas term 1910 – see bottom of
page).



Finally here is a photo of his obituary in 1916 from Emmanuel College Magazine


